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BERNARD KAPLAN/PARIS 


THE REPLACEMENT OF JACQUES CHIRAC 
ANNCR: 

THE REPLACEIENT OF JACQUES CHIRAC AS FRENCH PRIME MINISTER 
IS THE SUBJECT OF THIS BACKGROUND REPORT BY BERNARD KAPLAN IN 
PARIS. 

VOICE: 

COPT) THE POLITICAL CRISIS WHICH LED TO THE RESIGNATION OF 
FRENCH PRIME MINISTER JACQUES CHIRAC AND THE NAMING OF A NON-PARTY 
MAN RAYMOND BARRE TO REPLACE HIM HAD BEEN SIMMERING HERE THROUGH 
MOST OF THE SUMIHIER. CEND OPT) RUMORS OF MISTER CHIRAC'S 
DEPARTURE FROI THE GOVERNMENT WHICH HE HEADED FOR TYENTY-SEVEN 
MONTHS HAD BEEN GROWING FOR WEEKS. YET THE PLAIN FACT IS, 

THAT THE EXACT REASONS FOR THE POLITICAL BREAK BETWEEN HIM 

AND FRENCH PRESIDENT VALERY GISCARD D'ESTAING ARE NOT KNOWN. 
COPT) IN HIS TERSE RESIGNATION DECLARATION, THE OUTGOING PRIME 
MINISTER SAID SIMPLY THAT HE FELT HE NO LONGER HAD THE NECESSARY 
MEANS TO CARRY OUT HIS TASK -- A STATEMENT WHICH COULD MEAN 
ALMOST ANYTHING. CEND OPT) 

WHAT IS KNOWN, HONEVER, IS THAT RELATIONS BETWEEN PRESIDENT 
GISCARD D'ESTAING AND MISTER CHIRAC BEGAN TO BE STRAINED LATE 
LAST SPRING OVER THE PRESIDENT'S PLAN TO INTRODUCE FRANCE'S 
FIRST CAPITAL GAINS TAX. MISTER GISCARD D'ESTAING SAID HE 
VIEWED THE MEASURE AS A MATTER OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL JUSTICE. 
BUT MISTER CHIRAC WAS LUKEWARM TOWARD THE LEGISLATION AND IT 
QUICKLY RAN INTO STRONG OPPOSITION IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. 

THE OPPOSITION CANE MOSTLY FROM MEMBERS OF THE GAULLIST 

PARTY, THE PARTY OF WHICH MISTER CHIRAC IS THE LEADER, AND WHICH 
IS THE LARGEST IN THE THREE-PARTY COALITION SUPPORTING THE 
GOVERNMENT, THE CAPITAL GAINS LEGISLATION WAS EVENTUALLY 
APPROVED, BUT IN WHAT MOST OBSERVERS REGARDED AS SUCH DILUTED 
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FORM AS TO MAKE IT INEFFECTIVE. 

UNDAUNTED, PRESIDEHT GISCARD D*ESTAING ANNOUNCED THAT HE 
WOULD UNVEIL IN THE AUTUIiN A FURTHER SERIES OF REFORMS WHICH 
HE CALLED THE CHARTER FOR At! ADVANCED LIBERAL SOCIETY. MISTER 
CHIRAC REPORTEDLY OPPOSED THIS AS LIKELY TO PROVOKE FURTHER 
DISCONTENT AND POSSIBLY EVEN A FULL-FLEDGED REVOLT WITHIN THE 
RANKS OF HIS GAULLIST FOLLOUERS. HF IS ALSO SAID TO HAVE 
REGARDED A MAJOR REFORI] PROGRA!! TO BE INOPPORTUNE DURING A PERIOD 
WHEN FRANCE FACES PRESSING ECOHOMIC PROBLEMS SUCH AS HIGH 
UNEMPLOYNENT AND INFLATION. SUT MISTER GISCARD D'ESTAING'S 
REASONING APPEARS TO HAVE LED HI TO At OPPOSITE CONCLUSION. 
HE HAS INDICATED HE BELIEVES THAT A REFORM Il GOVERMMENT 1S 
PRECISELY WHAT 1S NEEDED 1°! ORDEN TO COUNTERACT THE APPARENTLY 
GROWING POLITICAL APPEAL OF FRAMCE'S STRONG ALLIANCE OF THE 
SOCIALIST AND COMMUNIST PARTIES. FOR MISTER CHIRAC, ACCEPTANCE 
OF THE PRESIDENT'S POLICY MEANT RUNNING THE DANGER OF BEING 
DISAVOWED BY HIS GAULLIST FOLLOWERS. MISTER CHIRAC, WHO IS 
THOUGHT TO HAVE HIS OMN PRESIDENTIAL AMBITIONS, DECIDED THAT 
THIS WAS POLITICALLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM TO DO. 

FOR PRESIDENT GISCARD D'ESTAING THE POLICY OF PUSHING 
AHEAD WITH REFORMS AMD LETTING MISTER CHIRAC GO ALSO HAS ITS 
POLITICAL DANGERS, HE RUNS THE RISK OF LOSING THE SUPPORT 
OF THE GAULLISTS WHO IN ANY CASE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN SOMEWHAT 
SUSPICIOUS OF HIS POLICIES. If! CHOOSING MISTER 
BARRE, THE FIRST NON-CAULLIST TO BE MADE PRIME MINISTER 


SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE FIFTH REPUBLIC, THE FRENCH PRESIDENT 
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SEEMS TO BE SHOWING A WILLINGNESS TO RUN THAT RISK. AMONG 

OTHER THINGS, HE APPEARS TO HAE EMBARKED ON A FULL-FLEDGED 
TEST OF PRESIDENTIAL POWER, THE SIGHS ARE HE BELIEVES THAT 


POWER IS GREAT ENOUGH TO OVERCOME EVEN A GAULLIST CHALLENGE. 
GH/ PBN 


